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I' apread fro 'Wﬁm
o

un'tnﬁmb]ju this spring in & quest ko

the factors that lead to the dead-

Offidals of the Hunsington Breast

¢er Action Coalition aaid yesterday

t the group, w“:‘tilithehﬂpofﬂt:nt-

ington Hospital, maif urveys o an

ektimatad 72,000 bowes in the town-

within the next two months.

“We'te trying to break new

for the experts,” said Mary Maohrman,

cftreach director of the Huntington or-
. wﬂ]mm head

their a
1m lqunmdmgfadam! bills to fund

in house-by-house survey

breast cancer studies on Long Ialand
and other areas Congresa.

Their offort fo an initiative that
began lmt mumaer by the West Ialip
Breast Cancer Coalltion for Long Is-
land.ﬂmrthemmmnnﬂmtheﬂﬂ-
member garnered responses
from abnut suaunfa,?m homes in
that community. Itz survey has found
300 cases of malignant breast cancer
and 1,000 of benign tamors — a fre-
quency that couaty health officials say
mafkea it a low-incidence area.

The West Islip activists yesterday
said that they w& knock on every re-
maining deor over the next three
maonthsto gat & complate picture of pos-
sible chusters and possible environmesn-
tal Inctors that could cause the diseasa.

confarence beld by County Em:utnra
Bobert Galfney to announce a variety
e e e
Suffolk 8
closed is that the conmilting firm Green-

apping Breast Cancer

Volunteers to track cases

maﬂ mfnrnn;;n“g:‘ti:eredhy
te put
both groups into & computerized map-
ping system. The firm alao will help with
follow-up worl, to sée if environmental
factorssuch as sewer lines, old dumpaor
other Iand uses might scmehow be con-
nected to areas with a high concentra-
tion of brosgt cancer, In additicn, advg-
eates said, they have gotten LILCO to
agree to provide maps of the locations of
power lines, The county and American
Cancer Society also detailed plana for
stepping up breast comeer screenings.
The battle pian cumes after the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
in January disclosed Suffolk's rate of
breast cancer deaths — 43.6 par 1,000 —
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Survey to Map Breast Cancel
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Cﬁ,}!ﬂﬂﬂﬁum?&g\ﬂ

=T i
is higher than the state or national aver-
.age, and aven the rate in Nazsay, whera
-thezissue has been highly publicized.
- Thai Nagsau mnrr.ahgratemﬁﬁ aven

itheagh higher of woman in
iNafsaz have breast cancer, whila the

" :istate rate i3 36.1 and the nstional rate is

1274 Those statistics are from 1988, the
ilatest year for which data is compiled.
' ¥ast Lalip women said they hope their
-sugvey will contribute to nding out
1whnummbremtmw but gay ithas
alnaady had a dramatic impact by maik-
mﬁuophmMawmofthem

wa reviewed all the risk factors and [

| dow'thave any,” said Lorraine Pacs, who
‘basundargone cancer freatment and
who-heads the Weat Islip group. “We
know how you get ATDS, but we don't
Enow what we did to gﬂt breast cancer
-and wa have a right to know that.” In
-addition to diet, riak factors include fam-
ﬂy;uum , aarly onset of menstruation
an

Pace whosa 10- fmt-mde color-coded
map was displayed behind officials, said
.sinca the survey started, 20 women who
jorigimally reported not having breast

cancer, have cailed back after a checkup
to any Ehey have the disease. Five of thosa
cails came in the last week alone.
Since laxt summer, the Wast Islip
group has done ﬁwa&pnntammﬁnpnf
a one-page questionnaira that asks wom-
mthmr , address, family caneer histo- <
v and w they have contracted
cancsT.
Howerver, experts warn that there are
ﬁwmt&tham}unofmchsunmﬂmd
t & majer could posa
masgive logistics pro ﬁ
annrﬁnmmu,ahmmmﬁm with
the heafth sciemces center at the State
University at Stony Brook, said the
“main value” of the West Ishpaurvegrm
that “itisa pictureof breast cancer in the
community and what it looks like,” He
e A g
nyunity-wi veis anywhere,"
However, he warned such an arsa-

chance' of soming up with envircnmen-
tal factors that could be common to many
of the canger victims, Any fedoral atudy,
headded, would likely start from serateh,

- doing an 1n~depthln¢katth:ah:stonaﬂ

and living conditigns of individuals
picked at random rathar than looking at

a particular area,

Grimson alss cautioned that axpan:
ing tha survey to an area as large :
Huntington would “be an envrinegs er
desvor” that could endup with too few
tharmadantam::hdmhawmuchva.
ue. He suggested the Honti
wait at least until the West
completed and zssesaed,

Despite those concerns, intevest in do
ing SAnesT gurveys in high. Eller
Higyins, a Holtaviile woman who has hac
breast cancer for several years, anid she
wants to survey ber community as weil,

“I've got a nine-year-gld daughter and
I don't waniher to live with the sama fear
I'va had to live with,” she eaid.

During the press briefing, heaith offi-
cinls aleo announced they will do sereen-
ings in the county's mobile van five days
& week rather than four. And the Ameri-
can Cancer Society announced a week-
long campaign May 3-9 to maks low-cost
mammograms for wnmllab]amtzpm
1,200 women at 24 Long Island hoepi
The society 2iso has enlisted 11, ﬂul.'l Gu-i
Sequts to take what they termed “love
notes” home to their mothers asking
them to get screansd.
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